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Message from the Coordinator

Less than a year since inception, the ERA-NET
ROAD project has already delivered significant
added value and helped strengthen transna-
tional road research.

Our new programme call was published on
January 29" (deliverable 1.1). It aims at an-
swering road directors’ needs as regards to
asset management, and has already generated
significant interest in the research community.
We expect to receive a large number of exciting
proposals.

This topic was identified through extensive
discussions among road administrations. An-
other of ENR’s deliverables is a new report on
the requirements for our future Road research
access facility (deliverable 2.1). This web-based
research and aggregation tool will support road
administrations in the identification of com-
monalities and the planning of future joint re-
search. We have already started working on
what the next topics could be, and this “"RRAF”
will be a great help.

Liaising with non-ENR stakeholders is a priority
and we have established an Action plan (deliv-
erable 5.1) to that effect. It details the steps
we take towards enlarging our consortium and
broadening our geographical scope. Talks that
were held in Washington D.C. in January con-
firm that this is a path worth taking and very
recently Malta Transport confirmed their inten-
tion to join the ENR consortium.

All ENR partners look forward to discussing
these topics with our ever-increasing stake-
holders.
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Coordinator of the ERA-NET ROAD II project
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Opening of the next ENR2 Call
“SR0O4 - Effective Asset Manage-
ment Meeting Future Challenges”
on the 29" of January 2010

ENR2 SRO4 “Effective Asset Management
Meeting Future Challenges” is the next
cross-border funded trans-national joint re-
search programme with a duration of 3 years
and a budget of 2,85 MEUR. 13 National Road
Administrations got together and agreed on the
trans-national joint research programme. The
funding NRAs are Belgium, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, The Neth-
erlands, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland
and the United Kingdom. The Call opened on
the 29" of January. The Asset Management
programme will be based on the following four
objectives:

A. Meeting stakeholders’ requirements and
expectations

B. Understanding asset performance

C. Development of suitable Key Perform-
ance Indicators (KPIs) for the future

D. Framework for optimised asset man-
agement

Research Providers from different countries are
welcome to make project proposals. More in-
formation about the Call and the provided
Call documents can be found on the ERA-
NET ROAD website (eranetroad.org).
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Possibilities for EU-USA Road
Research Collaboration — Talks at
TRB

For the 89" time the annual Transport Re-
search Board meeting was held in Washington
DC in early January.

One of the ERA-NET ROAD II objectives is to
involve international administrations in collabo-
rative research. The American research envi-
ronment builds on a long tradition of intra-state
collaboration. It therefore offers a great
amount of experience in increasing value for
money through a wide range of umbrella
organisations and spreading of competencies.
Hence, the American research environment
aims at the same goals as ENR.

With attendance from more than 10 000 repre-
sentatives from all over the world, the meeting
is an important platform for transport officials
to meet. At the meeting ENR and US represen-
tatives had fruitful discussions about possibili-
ties for EU-USA road research collaboration.

It is our hope to see ASSHTO, the Federal
Highway Administration and TRB's NCHRP at
the Plenary Group meeting in Copenhagen in
spring of 2010, so that the positive talks about
how to collaborate can continue.

Workshop: “ERA-NET ROAD II -
Research Impacts”

On the 20™ of
November

2009, ERA-NET
ROAD 1II held
an open work-
shop in Vilnius,
Lithuania,

which focused
on the im-
pacts, which
ERA-NET

RAOD 1II will
have on research.

This workshop was aimed at

e Representatives of National Road Ad-
ministrations

e People that are responsible for national
or international research projects or
programmes, particularly in road re-
search and

e research organisations or research pro-
viders working on research projects.
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The invitation for this workshop was published
in our last newsletter (October 2009).

The response to the invitation was great and
we ended up with 23 attendees at the work-
shop, of which 10 were from non-ERA-NET
Road partner countries. The countries repre-
sented here were (in alphabetical order)

Croatia
Estonia
Italy
Malta

Further-
more, par-
ticipants
were from a
variety  of
organiza-
tions within
these coun-
tries. In
addition, there were representatives of organi-
zations from Hungary and Lithuania other than
those that are partners of ENR already.

The aim of the workshop was to show the par-
ticipants what ERA-NET RAOD is about, what
its benefits are and how they may become
involved.

The workshop started with an introduction to
ERA-NET ROAD and an explanation of how, and
most of all why, we work together. Mr. Mikkel
Bruun from the Danish Road Director explained
the Coordination, Management and Monitoring
Procedure used in ERA-NET ROAD and what
benefits these bring.

The most significant part of the day was a
question and answer period, which resulted in a
fruitful discussion among the participants. Many
important questions were asked and some mis-
understandings eradicated. Finally, statements
from the participating institutions and organiza-
tions were taken, with the aim of assuring fur-
ther co-operation between the present and
potential partners of ERA-NET ROAD.

The participants were encouraged to join in the
ERA-NET ROAD approach to research. Be it as
an NRA, which participates in a call, a research
provider, who submits proposals to a call, or an
NRA, which becomes an ENR consortium part-
ner.

The first major success has already come from
the workshop with Malta Transport applying
to join the ERA-NET ROAD Consortium.
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The current ENR partners are happy to wel-
come this potential new partner to the team.

We thank all participants for having taken a day
out of their busy lives to learn more about our
project and for making this workshop as suc-
cessful as it was.

Challenges SRO1 "“Safety at the
Heart of Road Design”

5 projects in the ENR SRO1 trans-national joint
research programme started in autumn of
2009. On the 4™ of March 2010 there will be an
SRO1 Joint Meeting with the CEDR group Road
Safety in Budapest. The project coordinators
and partners will present their funded projects,
the progress and the expected results of the
projects. Furthermore, it will be an interactive
communication and discussion between CEDR
group Road Safety and the 11 SRO1 Pro-
gramme Executive Board members (PEB mem-
bers) and the project coordinators.

SRO3 "“Road Owners Getting to
Grips with Climate Change”

ENR became the first cross-border funded
trans-national joint research programme with a
duration of 3 years and a budget of 1,35 M€
and 11 funding NRAs. SRO3 started in Septem-
ber 2008 and one project IRWIN is finishing
now. The final report will be evaluated through
the SRO3 PEB members and should be pub-
lished in March 2010 on the ERA-NET ROAD
website.

ERA-NET ROAD Plenary Group

ENR has established a Plenary Group as a fo-
rum for an exchange of information between
the partners and other key stakeholders. It will
provide both a forum for dissemination of the
findings from ENR and an opportunity to re-
ceive feedback.

ENR'’s Plenary Group will meet for the first time
in Copenhagen on April 22™ and will be hosted
by Denmark’s DRD. It will bring together the
organisations involved in road related transport
research in Europe including:

- programme owners and programme
managers that are not part of ENR

- organisations that would like to learn
more about ENR and might be inter-
ested in participating in collaborative
research promotion by joint research
procurement
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- representatives from the European
Commission

- relevant networks such as European
Technology Platforms (eg ECTP and
ERTRAC), structures such as ECTRI,
FEHRL, FERSI, as well as other ERA-
NETSs such as ERA-NET Transport.

Interview with a New Partner:

Romanas Klimciauskas (LRA)

Lithuanian Road Administration
in Vilnius, Lithuania

Q: What is your name and for which organiza-
tion do you work?

A: My name is Romanas Klimciauskas. I work
for the LRA.

Q: What is the name of your organization?
A: The Lithuanian Road Administration.

Q: Which country is your organization from?
A: The Republic of Lithuania.

Q: What does your organization do?

A: The Lithuanian Road Administration under
the Ministry of Transport and Communica-
tions of the Republic of Lithuania is an en-
terprise founded by the Government of the
Republic of Lithuania which organizes and
co-ordinates the reconstruction, mainte-
nance and development of the roads of na-
tional significance. The total length of the
state significance roads is 21,320.232 km.
Routine road maintenance is carried out by
11 state-owned enterprises: 10 of them are
formed applying the territorial principle. The
roads maintained by them practically are
within the limits of the counties; while SE
Automagistralé is formed applying the linear
principle: it maintains the roads Vilnius-
Kaunas-Klaipéda and Vilnius-Panevézys.

Q: Where can one find more information about
your organization (e.g. website)?

A: More information about our organization one
can find on the website www.lra.lt
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Q:

A:

: Which areas of research are most important

to your organization?

: The main research topics of interest in our

Road Administration are as follows: road
safety, intelligent transportation systems,
road data collection and management, sus-
tainable development of road network,
analysis of characteristics of various pave-
ments, reduction of environmental pollution,
asset management and reduction of noise
level on the main roads.

: What got your organization interested in

ERA-NET ROAD?

: Information about it came from the organi-

zation CEDR (Conference of European Direc-
tors of Roads). When considering proven
benefits of ERA-NET ROAD (international
best practice, improved quality of research,
wider choice of suppliers, better value for
money etc) it became clear that it would be
worthwhile for Lithuania at least to join one
call of ERA-NET ROAD. This kind of activity
would be the way to break the boundaries
of what is already known, to strive to be
more flexible when integrating and expand-
ing the scale of possibilities in this specific
road research area.

: What made your organization decide to join

ERA-NET ROAD?

: Main arguments of the decision made were

the following: the need for perfection, the
necessity for an assessment of the actual
situation in Lithuania compared with other
countries, adoption of the updated knowl-
edge and experience in trans-national col-
laborative road research field. The decision
came when considering participation of LRA
leaders in the activities of CEDR. Joining
ERA-NET ROAD should be a step forward for
the Lithuanian road research specialists.

What do you hope to achieve through ERA-
NET ROAD?

Following the rules of free market one of the
aims is to make a profit on this trans-
national collaboration in road research. A
good example is the benefit from consider-
able resource savings by various indicators
when participating in the joint calls.

Another aspect, for sure, is making an ad-
vance in cooperation, sharing ideas and dis-
cussing, adopting knowledge, working to-
gether when participating in the ERA-NET
ROAD programme; seeing how this project
works, understanding the scale of this coop-
eration.
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When actually finding common goals for col-
laboration in the trans-national road re-
search area these aspects are of particular
significance: comparison of priorities and
identification of topics for joint work; identi-
fication and analysis of common strategic is-
sues; implementation of joint trans-national
activities, including joint calls and pro-
grammes.

All this means a lot of dedication, commit-
ment and attention when learning, studying,
and analysing all the matters within the
frame of the project, as well as making deci-
sions and acting.

Coming up next

The SRO1 Programme Executive Board
meeting will be held in Budapest on the 3™
and 4™ of March 2010.

There will be an ERA-NET ROAD II Plenary
Group meeting held in Copenhagen on the
22" of April 2010.

The next Newsletter will be published at the
end of April 2010.

BTSSRI

This newsletter is a product of ERA-NET ROAD II
and its objective is to disseminate information on
ongoing activities in the project.
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